Abstract
INTRODUCTION
• Alcoholics and drug abusers suffer from a variety of secondary illnesses that my affect neurologic functioning such as nutritional deficiencies, serious traumatic injuries, and infectious diseases such as hepatitis and HIV/AIDS.
-Chronic Stimulant Abuse is associated with:
• Cardiac arrhythmias.
• Hyperthermia.
• Acute renal failure and hepatic abnormalities.
• Movement disorders and muscle rigidity.
• Seizures.
• Drug abuse was the most commonly identified potential predisposing condition (47%) to ischemic or hemorrhagic stroke among stroke patients less than 35 years of age Caused by heroin, amphetamines (mostly methamphetamine), cocaine (including crack), PCP, and LSD.
• Chronic methampehtamine intoxication produces a permanent form of Parkinsonism.
METHODS
• Sample 1: 910 subjects interviewed in the most recent wave of the Iowa Adoptions Studies .
-772 subjects were adoptees, half of whom had at least one biological parent with a history of substance abuse, antisociality, or criminality.
• The remaining adoptees were age, sex, and adoption agency matched controls whose birth parents had no reported history of psychopathology.
-The remaining 138 subjects were biological children of the adoptive parents.
• Sample 2: 34 subjects who were deceased at the time of last follow-up.
• Total sample size 944.
• Procedures:
-Adoptees were re-interviewed between 1999 -2003.
-Substance use and medical history was determined using the Semi-structured Assessment of the Genetics of Alcoholism, 2nd ed. -Substance use and medical history for decedents was determined from chart review of earlier studies.
• Analyses:
-Chisq. -Anova.
-Significance level of p<.01 was adopted to adjust for multiple comparisons. 
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